Senator Jason M. Lewis
Chair, Joint Committee on Education
24 Beacon Street
Room 511B
Boston, MA 02133
Representative Denise C. Garlick
Chair, Joint Committee on Education
24 Beacon Street
Room 473G
Boston, MA 02133
[Date]
Testimony in support of H.558 and S.243
“An Act establishing farm to school grants to promote healthy eating and strengthen the agricultural economy”
Dear Chairs Lewis and Garlick,
I am writing to ask you to support H.558 and S.243, “An Act establishing farm to school grants to promote healthy eating and strengthen the agricultural economy”, filed by Senator Comerford. The establishment of this competitive grant program within the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education would provide eligible schools and early education and care programs the critical funds needed to start up or expand farm-to-school activities such as purchasing and serving local foods in school meals, educating students on nutrition and food systems, and providing garden-based learning opportunities.
This grant program builds on the successful ARPA-funded Massachusetts FRESH (Farming Reinforces Education and Student Health) Grant which received 1.6 million dollars in requested grant projects with $500,000 available in its inaugural round and is currently fueling projects in seventeen communities across the state. A permanent state grants program will help meet the demand and continue to positively impact kids and communities for years to come.
[Why do YOU support funding the FTS Grant program? Below are some talking points that you might use to craft your personal statement. Pick ONLY 1 or 2 talking points and BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR OWN STORY THAT IS RELEVANT TO YOUR MAIN REASON FOR SUPPORTING FARM TO SCHOOL. IF YOUR COMMUNITY RECEIVED A MA FRESH GRANT, BE SURE TO MENTION THAT AND ANY PLANS OR ANTICIPATED RESULTS.]
· Outdated kitchens and under trained staff stand in the way of our school serving more healthy, locally grown foods. This competitive grant program empowers schools to renovate their kitchens, train their staff, inspire students, and support local farmers with financial opportunity.
· These grants will help our lowest-income public schools, ensuring that all students can have access to farm to school programming 
· The statewide organization, Massachusetts Farm to School, will add further leverage to this program by providing free training and technical assistance to all grant recipients
· Farm to School is a great investment for Massachusetts - for every dollar spent on purchasing vegetables directly from a Massachusetts farmer, an additional $1.12 in local economic activity is generated. 
· Massachusetts schools spend approximately $77 million on food each school year. If we doubled the amount of local food purchased for Massachusetts school meals, that would contribute an additional $20+ million to the state’s economy. 
· Farm to School programs help schools serve healthier, local food, which has been proven to increase academic achievement and participation in school nutrition programs. 
· Supporting students to develop healthy eating habits at a young age can prevent diet-related diseases later on, which can reduce health costs for both individuals and the state over time. 
· Research has shown that the experiential and garden-based learning supports effective teaching of core subject areas as well as critical social and emotional learning. 
[End with a conclusion that restates what you are asking them to do, for example:]
Our communities are stronger when we have good connections between our families, our schools, and our farms. Together, we can improve student health and academic achievement while strengthening our state’s agricultural economy. H.558 and S.243 will help achieve these goals. I encourage the Joint Committee on Education to support the establishment of the farm to school grant program through the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education by voting favorably on H.558 and S.243, “An Act establishing farm to school grants to promote healthy eating and strengthen the agricultural economy”.  
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
[full name]
[city/town of residency]
